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  What a crazy winter!  That was how I 
started last month’s message.  Little did 
we know March would be even worse 
than February. Letz Creek is back to just 
about the levels of the previous flood.   
About all we can do at this point is wait 
for summer to take care of needed 
repairs to Letz Creek once the water 
levels drop and the saturated grounds 
dry out.  
  On a more positive note, these late 
rains seem to have pushed back this 
year’s arrival of winter steelhead.  This 
past week large schools of 35+lb Letz 
Creek steelhead were seen in the 
vicinity of  the Mapleton  boat landing.  
These fish were so aggressive, they 
were seen chasing sea lions back to the 
mouth of the river.  The masses of sea 
lions heading south down the Pacific 
coast were so large  that Tsunami 

warnings were set off from Brookings clear 
down to San Francisco.
  Our chapter has been contacted  requesting 
information on our Letz Creek steelhead.  We 
have even gone so far as to tag these fish.   A 
reward should you catch one of these fish is 
said to be in the millions!  The Siuslaw from 
Whitaker to Wildcat remains open until April 
15th for fin-clipped steelhead.  Should you 
catch one of these tagged fish you are looking 
for tag # 2-4-23- 38 -46- 23.  You should be 
warned however that these Letz Creek fish are 
extremely large, quite elusive, and very 
aggressive.  Your odds of landing a fish of this 
quality and retaining one of the tags is said to 
be about 1:175,000,000.  If you are fortunate 
enough to  land one of these trophy fish, be 
sure and bring a picture to the next meeting 
(tag should be returned to the Salem Lottery 
Commission).

Tight Lines,  Bill

   We have invited our executive 
director for the association down 
from Portland this  April’s meeting.
The Northwest Steelheaders 
Executive Director Russell Bassett 
will provide an overview of the 
Association's current campaigns, 
project and recent success to Save 
Our Fishing. 
  In addition, he will give a 
presentation on Bristol Bay, Alaska, 
and the threat posed to the world's 
largest, wild sustainable fishery by 
the Pebble Mine. The Northwest 
Steelheaders recently joined the 
e v e r - g r o w i n g  c o a l i t i o n  o f  

organizations and individuals 
dedicated to protecting Bristol Bay 
from the proposed Pebble Mine, 
which if allowed, would be the largest 
open pit gold-copper mine in North 
America. This mine would likely spell 
disaster not only for the planet's 
largest sockeye run, but also for the 
many Pacific Northwest guides and 
businesses that make much of their 
income from this fishery.
  We hope you will join us for what 
should be a very enlightening April 
meeting, Wednesday, April 4th at 7 
pm (Eagles Lodge at the corner of NW 
Expressway and Irving Rd.).

Russell Bassett ANWS Exec. Director
April’s Guest Speaker
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  Russell was hired as the Association of Northwest Steelheaders executive director in January 
2011. His experience includes four years working for a conservation non-profit in Portland, OR.  
Russell earned his bachelor’s degree in 1998, and then joined the U.S. Army, serving as a public 
affairs supervisor in Washington, South Korea, Virginia and Iraq. After active duty military 
service, he moved to Molalla, OR, and worked for the Molalla Pioneer newspaper.
  Russell won numerous awards for journalism both as a civilian and military correspondent, and 
regularly covered fish conservation issues, using his writing, research, photography and 
designing skills to highlight conservation and recreation. After catching his first steelhead, he 
was "hooked," and that passion for steelhead, salmon and trout has only grown as he explores 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho streams.
  Russell is active in the conservation of his home river, the Molalla, where his volunteer efforts 
have included river cleanups, habitat enhancement projects, writing grants to fund those projects, 
spawning and snorkel surveys, temperature monitoring, environmental education and public 
outreach. For the last few years, he's also volunteered with Salmonberry River monitoring 
efforts.
  As the Steelheaders' executive director, Russell coordinates the day-to-day operations of the 
organization and raises funds to support the Association’s conservation efforts. He is responsible 
for expanding the membership, promotions and marketing. He also works with the Board of 
Directors and local chapters on events, projects and campaigns.  If Russell is not working in the 
office, he's probably on a waterbody somewhere hoping for that next pull.     

Chapter Helps out at Cabelas 
Spring Fishing weekend

  We would like to thank all those 
members who helped out at the 
Cabela’s “Spring Kickoff” weekend.  
Several of our members donated time at 
our booth by sharing information about 
the and the 

.  
Many thanks to the following members; 
Ray Rice, Glenn Stevens, Don 
Edwards, Matt Danz, Gary Lutman, Ron 
Cooper, Bill Robbins, and Fred Wright.  
For those who attended the weekends 
festivities, you were treated to many fine 
fishing clinics featuring some of our 

Emerald Empire Chapter 
Association of Northwest Steelheader

local experts.  The Emerald Empire 
Chapter would especially like to thank Jim 
Martin of .  Jim 
was a representative of the Northwest 
Steelheaders and the Emerald Chapter.  
  Thanks, Jim, once again for your support 
of the Emerald Empire Chapter and for 
your great clinics regarding trout fishing 
the Mckenzie River.  Jim has helped our 
chapter as a guest speaker at our monthly 
meetings, donating a trip for our radio 
auction, and last weekend at the Cabela’s 
clinic.

Jim Martin Guide Service



Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of Fame Banquet and Auction, it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders is a 501-c3 non-profit (tax 
deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

541-689.5075 - Bill Robbins

     Upcoing Emerald Empire Events

 
 

 

The Emerald Empire Chapter is very 
aware of our civic responsibilities to 
our community and its’ youth.  We 
believe one of our responsibilities is 
to support the youth of our 
organization in their educational 
endeavors beyond high school. To 
that  effort,  we have created the 
E m e r a l d  E m p i r e  C o l l e g e  
Scholarship Program. This $250 
scholarship is awarded annually and 
is open to ALL applicants who meet 
EECNWS scholarship eligibility 
requirements.  Qualified applicants  
may f i l l  out  the EECNWS 
scholarship application and return it 
to any EECNWS board member no 
later than  April 30th.
Applications may also be mailed to: 
Emerald Empire Chapter, 
PO box338, 
Eugene, OR 97404

  One member, Brian Clift, is 
credited with raising a large portion 
of the funds  for the scholarship 
program.  In 2001, Brian began the 
project of building a Don Hill style 
Mckenzie drift boat and trailer.  
The goal was to sell the boat/trailer 
upon completion and donate the 
proceeds to the club’s scholarship 
program.   Don Hill, a custom drift 
boat builder in Springfield, 
Oregon, donated the plans and 
instructional video, as well as 
offered his guidance in the building 
process.  After many hours of work 
(and much tender-loving care), the 
boat and trailer were completed. 
The proceeds from the sale became 
t h e  s e e d  m o n e y  f o r  t h i s  
scholarship.   We would like to 
thank Brian for all his efforts. 

Emerald Empire Chapter
Scholarhsip Information

 Detailed information regarding 
scholarship eligibility requirements, 
scholarship application form, and 
Emerald Scholarship policy can be 
f o u n d  b y  g o i n g  t o

.  
After reaching our site, follow the link 
labeled scholarship.  Upon reaching 
the scholarship page,  you will find 
links to  eligibility requirements,  
application, and scholarship policy.

 
http://www.nwsteelheaders-eec.com

Please email any question you 
m i g h t  h a v e  t o :  

  
  Don’t forget,  All applications 
must be in no later than April 30th 
for consideration.

eecnws@nwsteelheaders-eec.com
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EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER  
ASSOCIATION OF NORTHWEST STEELHEADERS  

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  
 

Please print this form and fill in by hand. Use ext ra paper if necessary. 
 
 

NAME:_____________________________________________________ 
 
 

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________ 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:  ________________ BIRTH DATE: __________ 
 
 

 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY:  ___________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAJOR: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Please check the appropriate box: 

[_]Undergraduate Program         [_]Masters Program [_]Doctorate Program 
 

 
Please list any Military Service ( including Coast Guard, National Guard/Reserves): _____________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dates of Service: From______________ To______________ Discharge: _______________ 
 

Please list any Community Service Participation: 
 
 
 
 
 

Was the above Community Service a school requirement? __________ 
 



 

 
 

Please attach an essay response to the following question (500 word minimum) 

"What are you collegiate objectives and why?"
 

 

NAME OF SPONSORING MEMBER: ____________________________________

 
 
 

APPLICANTS RELATIONSHIP TO SPONSOR: _____________________________
 

 
 

SPONSORS SIGNATURE: _____________________________ DATE __________

 
 
 

APPLICANTS SIGNATURE: ____________________________ DATE __________

 
 
 

 

NOTE: APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED DURING THE APPLICATION PERIOD 
EXTENDING FROM 4/1 THROUGH 4/30.
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