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  Happy New Year to all!   I trust 
everyone had a very merry Christmas.  
It looks as though we all received our 
Christmas wish of rain for the new year 
(3+ inches in two days) to bring the 
rivers up and steelhead for the catching. 
Now we just need to wait in 
anticipation for the rivers  to fall into 
fishable condition.
  I would like to thank all of our chapter 
members who joined us at Papa’s Pizza 
in December for our annual holiday 
gathering.  I believe the unofficial head 
count was somewhere near 40 
members and guests.  Congratulations 
to Bill Bayliss.  Bill took home a nice 
Lamiglas steelhead rod to put under the 
Christmas tree.  Bill had the lucky 
winning ticket for the rod that was 
raffled off that evening.

  Please keep in mind a few items to place on 
your calendars for the upcoming months.  In 
just a few short weeks we will be right in the 
middle of spawning out at Letz Creek.  Sixth 
grade science classes from Shasta Middle 
school will be coming out on science field 
trips.  We will need volunteers to help out once 
again.  February 3rd-5th is the Eugene 
Sportsmens Show.  As always, we will need 
volunteers to man our booth during those three 
days.  
  Two events will be happening in March.  Our 
annual Swap meet will take place. As you 
replace you old tackle with those presents 
from Christmas, please keep our swap meet in 
mind.  We can always use donations.  Lastly, 
on the March 17th weekend Cabela’s will be 
hosting a Spring Fishing weekend (complete 
with seminars).  Our chapter will be hosting a 
table and volunteers will be needed for that 
event as well.

Happy New Year!

Local Guide Jim Martin to Share
Techniques on Winter Steelhead Fishing

  Now that the river are finally on the 
rise, you’ll want to know the latest 
information on catching winter 
steelhead from our many coastal 
streams.  Jim Martin of Jim Martin 
Guide Service will be our guest speaker 
to start off the new year. Jim has been 
fishing our many coastal streams with 
great success for many years. 
  Jim learned to fish while growing up 
on the Alsea River.  After college, Jim 
moved to Scappoose. while there, he 
learned to fish the Columbia and many 
of its’ tributaries.
   Eventually, Jim and his family moved 
to  Eugene where he sought out every 

bit of information about the many rivers in 
and around Lane county.
  Over the years, Jim has been a chapter 
member of the Northwest Steelheaders and 
active in our many club service events.  To 
Quote Jim, ”Good bait, good gear, a clean 
boat and most importantly always have 
fun...everything else will take care of itself.”
  Please join Jim and the Emerald Empire 
Chapter  Wednesday, Jan. 4th at 7 pm.  We 
meet each month at the Eagles Lodge on 
Irving Rd. in Eugene.  Bring and friend.  Jim 
is a very enjoyable speaker and always 
willing to share his successful techniques 
(well, maybe not his egg cure).
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  It shouldn’t be long now and fish will be 
showing up at Letz Creek.  Once enough fish 
are in the trap we will be spawning steelhead.  
Just as last year, sixth grade science classes 
will be arriving for day long field trips to learn 
about our hatchery-raised steelhead.  We will 
once again need volunteers to help make this a 
repeat success.  
  We will be holding a short training session on 
Tuesday, January 17th to refresh the 
memories of those who participated in the past 
and share the process with those who have yet 
to experience this fantastic event.
  The training session, including travel time, 
should not take more than 2 ½  hours.  We will 
meet at the Lorane Café at 9 am for those who 
would like to have breakfast and then out to 
the Letz Creek hatchery by 10 am.  We plan on 
being finished with the training review by 
11:30 am. 

  At the January meeting we will once again 
be passing around a signup sheet for 
volunteers to participate in spawning 
activities at Letz Creek.  If for some reason 
you are not able to attend the January 
meeting, but would like to participate in 
spawning, please check the 

for a short sign up survey.  
The survey is simply requesting 
volunteers.  The survey will only take 
about 2 minutes to fill out and will give us 
the needed contact information to keep you 
abreast of current spawning times and 
dates.  
  We encourage everyone to help out even if 
you haven’t participated in the spawning 
out at Letz Creek. Take a minute and check 
out the or 
the 

Emerald 
Empire website 

photos of last year’s spawning 
photos of the science field trip. 

Helpers Needed for Spawning
Training session planned for Jan. 17th



Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of Fame Banquet and Auction, it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders is a 501-c3 non-profit (tax 
deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

TODD LINKLATER

SALMON - STEELHEAD - TROUT
GUIDED SLED OR DRIFTBOAT TRIPS

SCENIC OR FISHING TRIPS (541) 484-5557

Coast Guard Licensed Oregon Guide

Fishing Since 1977

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

689.5075 - Bill Robbins

     Upcoing Emerald Empire Events
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  Now that our fish are in the pond and 
aggressively feeding, we are in need 
of volunteers to help out with the 
feeding duties at Letz Creek.  We 
currently are in need of volunteers to 
help out on Sundays.  This day could 
be taken over by one individual or 
shared between two or more friends.  
In the past, members have found this 
to be a great activity to share with 
family members such as children or 
grandchildren.  The feeding process is 
relatively simply and (including drive 
time) should only take up about 2 hrs. 
on whatever day you would choose to 
help out.  If you would like to learn 
more about feeding our steelhead 
smolts please contact Bill Bayliss,  

Bill Robbins, or Gary Lutman.
  We are also looking for volunteers 
to substitute.  On occasion, one of 
our regular weekly feeders has a 
conflict and cannot feed.  In this case 
a volunteer replaces him/her for one 
day.    Your name would be placed 
on a call list.  You would be called to 
replace one of our feeders for that 
one day.  Should you not wish to 
take on feeding responsibilities on a 
weekly basis but could volunteer to 
be on call, please let us know.  One 
of our regular feeders would be 
happy to train you. Again, you can 
contact Bill Robbins (689-5075),  
Gary Lutman (942-6435).

Regular and Substitute Feeders 
Needed at Letz Creek

Chapter members needed to 
help at Eugene Sportmen’s Show

  The Eugene Boat and Sportmans 
Show is just around the corner.  As 
usual, the Emerald Empire chapter will 
have a booth at the show to publicize 
the activities and community services 
our chapter participates in.  We will be 
asking for volunteers to man our booth 
beginning Friday evening, Feb. 3rd 
and extending through Sunday, Feb. 
5th.
  We will be asking for  two people to 
work  the booth in two hour shifts.  
Anyone working the booth will be 
allowed free admission into the show 
on the day for which you are signed up.
  At the January general meeting, we 
will be sending around a sign up sheet 
for all volunteers
  Friday morning and afternoon is time 
allocated for setup.  For those who 

have seen our display, you know 
this is not a one person job.
  If you have free time on Friday 
morning, Feb. 3rd and would like 
to help set up our display booth, 
please let Bill Robbins or Gary 
Lutman know of your interest at 
the January general meeting.  
Should you have any questions, 
y o u  c a n  e m a i l  t h e m  t o  

 Should we not fill all the time 
slots at the January meeting, the 
chapter will send an email 
requesting volunteers and what 
time slots are still available at that 
time.  Should you wish to help set 
up please contact Bill Robbins by 
calling 541-689-5075.

e e c n w s @ n w s t e e l h e a d e r s -
eec.com
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PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER 
NW STEELHEADERS

Stop by your local Bi-Mart store and stock up 
on all the great tackle and gear for the fishing season

Happy New Year!


