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      April will be my last month as 
president of the chapter.  To say the 
least it has been challenging, but 
more importantly it has been 
enriching, rewarding, and a 
tremendous learning experience 
both at the local and state level.
  After four years, it is time to hand 
the reins over to some new 
leadership.  At the May meeting we 
will vote in both new (and 
continuing) board members.  
Currently, three new board 
candidates have stepped up to the 
plate and agreed to come on as 
board members.  Thank you to new 
board members; Wes Edwards, 
Russ Mendoza, Mark Weiderhold, 
and continuing board members; 
Rod & Jackie Fosback, Tom Swarts, 
Jon Nagy, Ken Johnson, and 
Edwyn Zaldivar.
   As of  this writing, we do not have 

any new candidate for president or 
vice president.  
  This may sound a bit cliche’, but 
this club is what you make of it.  It 
flourishes with your hard work. 
  Thanks to the hard work of many of 
you, our club continues to grow. 
Over the last four years our already 
busy chapter implemented and ran 
a very successful VETLIFT program 
(Thank you Ron Schmaedick), 
added the “Egg to Fry” program in 
several classrooms and hosted 
numerous classes of students at 
Letz Creek for hands-on learning 
involving spawning and riparian 
study, joined in to help with the 
“Kids with Cancer

vamped our website and moved 
our newsletter to a cost-saving  
online version, and went through 

” fishing event, 
re-

Next Meeting :  Wed. April  2nd - 7 pm

    You are invited to attend the Eugene 
premiere of  the documentary 
“Hatchery AND Wild” April 2nd, 
2014, at the Willamette High School 
Auditorium, 1801 Echo Hollow Rd, 
Eugene, OR 97402 , in Eugene. Doors 
open at 6:30 pm, video premier at 7 pm, 
followed by a panel discussion. 
    Sport, tribal, and commercial 
fishermen don't always agree and are 
often times at odds with each other, but 
we agree that both wild and hatchery 
salmon are very important to our way 
of life. Check out the new video 
“Hatchery AND Wild” to hear stories 
that showcase the cultural, ecological, 
economic, and social importance of 
Pacific Northwest fish, both hatchery 
and wild. Join us for this historic 
moment of solidarity. You will never 
view hatcheries the same way again. 

 

    The video and panel discussion 
will highlight the following: 
Hatcheries and their part of the 
management landscape for over 100 
years, there are not many examples of 
where removing or reducing hatchery 
fish has increased the wild runs, 
reducing or eliminating hatchery 
production serves little, if any, public 
purpose, and fishermen and the many 
businesses that depend on them are 
the ones that suffer for it.
    You will also have the opportunity 
to submit your questions prior to the 
showing of the video for response by 
our panel members.  
  Please join us on April 2nd for the 
Eugene video premiere, and stay 
after for the panel discussion with 
representatives from sport fishers as 
well as the Columbia River Inter-

Tribal Fish Commission.
  We are pleased to have as part of our 
panel ;  S tan  Stee le ,  Carmen 
McDonald  and Sara Thompson.  
Stan is a guide and member of the 
Mckenzie River Guides assoc. and 
retired Oregon State Police fish and 
Wildlife officer.  Carmen is a 
Portland area angler and writer.  Sara 
is the Public Information Officer for 
the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission.  Also joining us will be 
guest moderator and fishing guide, 
Bob Rees for the Eugene premiere of 
“Hatchery AND Wild”
  Please join us on  Wednesday, April 
2nd at 7 pm (Willamette HS 
Auditorium).  Please share this video 
showing with fellow sportsman.  
Bring a friend!

“Hatchery AND Wild”

Eugene Premiere of New Video

This Mtg. will take place at
Willamette HS Auditorium

our most recent 5-year re-
certification of our Letz Creek 
STEP Hatchery.   All of these 
would not be possible without the 
hard work of our board and 
chapter members.
  The Emerald Empire Chapter is 
vibrant and active because of your 
willingness to participate and 
volunteer.  Please consider taking 
that next step and becoming an 
officer/board member.  With each 
new volunteer the work-load 
becomes lighter and that much 
more can be accomplished.
  Finally, a very sincere thank you 
to all the board members past and 
present who have made this 
experience so enjoyable and 
worthwhile!

Tight Lines, Bill Robbins

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHWEST STEELHEADERS
EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER

PRESIDENT
Bill Robbins 689-5075

  
 

SECRETARY

Jackie Fosback
 
   
 TREASURER

Fred Wright
 
 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP

Vacant
 

Mr. John Nagy

- 
  

DOOR PRIZES
Tom Swarts

S.T.E.P. PROJECTS

John Nagy

AUCTIONS &
FUND RAISERS

Bill Robbins

Gabe O’Campo

PAST  PRESIDENTS

Joe Lamont

S.T.E.P. BIOLOGIST 

Christine Clapp 

EVENTS 
COORDINATOR

  

 

  

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

VICE PRESIDENT

Doogie Douglass 

NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR(s)

Jamie Edwards

WEBMASTER:
  Bill Robbins

REPORT WILDLIFE
VIOLATIONS:

1-800-452-7888

Jonathon Bock
DEPUTY SHERIFF

Public Services Division
125 E 8th

Eugene, OR 97401

Phone: (541) 682-8599
jonathan.bock@co.lane.or.us

www.lanesheriff.org

 

Great Progress Made on Headwall, Weir, & Pond Area

  There is great news to report on the 
progress after all the storm damage.  We 
had a fantastic crew of volunteers out 
working on  tree removal last Friday and 
Saturday.  
   Much of the down timber was removed 
from the weir, the release pipe below the 
pond, and the head wall above the hatch 
house.  
    We had 5 hard working volunteers out at 
Letz Creek on Friday clearing the weir and 
the area around the release piping.  It looks 
fantastic and totally different than after the 
storm.  A real big thank you to Friday’s 
workers; Ken Johnson, Leroy Beagley, 
Gary Lutman,  Jim Martin and  John Nagy
  Saturday was an amazing day!  Nine 
volunteers showed up to attack the head 
wall above the circulars and the remainder 
of downed trees around the pond.  The 
pictures below will show a drastic difference 
from those shown at the March meeting.
  Virtually all of the down timber was not only 
cleared, but removed down to the road.  
This was due to one of the members 

bringing out his tractor which was able to 
get up to the last bridge, set chokers 
around the logs and haul them out.  
Thanks, Jim!
  Once the logs were cleared from up 
above, one of the volunteers walked the 
entire creek with a chain saw, cutting all 
remaining branches and logs.  A very 
special thanks to Brian Kirkpatrick.  Brian 
put in a tough day and was literally soaked 
from head to toe.  
  Thanks again to the Saturday volunteers; 
Ken Johnson (yes, Ken was out both 
days!), Mark Weiderhold,  Jim Martin 
(thanks Jim for bringing out your tractor), 
Rod Fosback (thanks Rod for the great 
chili lunch), Karl Grimes, Bill Perry, Edwyn 
Zaldivar, Brain Kirkpatrick (Thanks again 
Brian for getting “down & dirty”).
  Thanks to these incredible mans-hours, 
we can begin preparing for fish release in 
April, repairing of both head wall, and 
begin planning for a new filtration system 
water line from head wall to hatch house.
  

Cleared Creek Bed Cleared Trail to Circulars Cleared Trail to Head Wall

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Big Brother Big Sister - Saturday, June 7th
Volunteers  Needed for this Great Event

  This year’s Big Brother~Big Sister event is just 
8 short weeks away.  Saturday, June 7th the 
Emerald Empire Chapter will be hosting 24 boys 
and girls along with their mentors for a day of 
great food, hiking and fishing on Carmen 
Diversion.  We are still in need of more boats 
(and boat operators), volunteers for supervision 
& as always kitchen staff.
  We can always use help with fish cleaning, life 
jacket fitting, leading hiking tours, etc. Rods, 
reels, tackle and bait for the youth will be 
provided thanks to the generous donations from 
Bimart Inc.  If you would like to use your own 
gear, please feel free to do so.  If you would like 
to volunteer and have not signed up for any one 
of the tasks mentioned above, please email Rod 
Fosback at 
  If you are receiving your newsletter through the 
postal service rather than email, please fill 

rjhouse2235@clearwire.net. 

out the survey by going directly to our website 
( ).  You can 
fill out the survey by following the link on the 
front page of the website.
  For those driving for the first time, remember 
you are driving to Carmen Diversion NOT 
Carmen Reservoir.  Carmen Diversion is at 
mile post #7 (approx. 60 miles from Eugene).  
That is 5 miles past Carmen Reservoir.
   Please check back in the June newsletter for 
an itinerary of the days events including start 
t ime,  meals,  act ivi t ies,  and awards 
presentation.  We hope you will join us for this 
great event.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
June 7th (Oregon Free Fishing Weekend).

http://www.nwsteelheader-eec.com

Seining of Holding Pond to Take Place on April 23rd!

  It is once again about time for  our 
annual fish release and ODFW would 
like to get a close estimate of how 
many fish are in our pond prior to 
release.  We will be seining the pond 
using the Petersen Mark and 
Recapture method that was used the 
previous two years.  
  Mark and recapture is a method 
commonly used in ecology to estimate 
an animal’s population size. A portion 
of the population is captured, marked, 
and released. Later, another portion is 
captured and the number of marked 
individuals within the sample is 
counted. Since the number of marked 
individuals within the second sample 

should be proportional to the 
number of marked individuals in 
the whole population, an estimate 
of the total population size can be 
obtained by dividing the number of 
marked indiv iduals by the 
proportion of marked individuals in 
the second sample. The method is 
most useful when it is not practical 
to count all the individuals in the 
population.
  Members of ODFW’s staff will be 
on hand to direct and assist with the 
seining.  We will also need chapter 
members to assist.  This should 
take approximately four hours to 
complete the seining.  ODFW will 

then take the data with them to 
calculate how many fish are in 
the pond compared to how 
many fry were fin clipped and 
released last September.
  If you are interested in 
helping, we will meet at the 
Lorane Café on Wed., April 
23rd at 8:00 am for breakfast 
and then proceed to Letz Creek 
at 9:00 am.  Please check your 
calendars, clear that date if it’s 
currently booked, and join us 
for the seining of the pond.  
Hope to see you there!

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm

mail to:rjhouse2235@clearwire.net
http://www.nwsteeleheaders-eec.com


Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of Fame Banquet and Auction, it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 

deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

541-689.5075 - Bill Robbins

     Upcoing Emerald Empire Events

 
 

 

!
Steelheaders is a non profit (tax

The Emerald Empire Chapter is very 
aware of our civic responsibilities to 
our community and its’ youth.  We 
believe one of our responsibilities is 
to support the youth of our 
organization in their educational 
endeavors beyond high school. To 
that  effort,  we have created the 
E m e r a l d  E m p i r e  C o l l e g e  
Scholarship Program. This $250 
scholarship is awarded annually and 
is open to ALL applicants who meet 
EECNWS scholarship eligibility 
requirements.  Qualified applicants  
may f i l l  out  the EECNWS 
scholarship application and return it 
to any EECNWS board member no 
later  than  April 30th.

Applications may also be mailed 
to: Emerald Empire Chapter, 

PO box338, 
Eugene, OR 97404

  One member, Brian Clift, is 
credited with raising a large portion 
of the funds  for the scholarship 
program.  In 2001, Brian began the 
project of building a Don Hill style 
Mckenzie drift boat and trailer.  
The goal was to sell the boat/trailer 
upon completion and donate the 
proceeds to the club’s scholarship 
program.   Don Hill, a custom drift 
boat builder in Springfield, 
Oregon, donated the plans and 
instructional video, as well as 
offered his guidance in the building 
process.  After many hours of work 
(and much tender-loving care), the 
boat and trailer were completed. 
The proceeds from the sale became 
t h e  s e e d  m o n e y  f o r  t h i s  
scholarship.   We would like to 
thank Brian for all his efforts. 

Emerald Empire Chapter
Scholarhsip Information

 Detailed information regarding 
scholarship eligibility requirements, 
scholarship application form, and 
Emerald Scholarship policy can be 
f o u n d  b y  g o i n g  t o

.  
After reaching our site, follow the link 
labeled scholarship.  Upon reaching 
the scholarship page,  you will find 
links to  eligibility requirements,  
application, and scholarship policy.

 
http://www.nwsteelheaders-eec.com

Please email any questions you 
m i g h t  h a v e  t o :  

  
  Don’t forget,  All applications 
must be in no later than April 30th 
for consideration.

eecnws@nwsteelheaders-eec.com

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm

http://www.nwsteeleheaders-eec.com
mail to:rjhouse2235@clearwire.net


Hatchery & Wild Questionaire
The public is invited to attend the Eugene premiere of the documentary “Hatchery AND 
Wild” April 2nd, 2014, at the Willamette High School Auditorium, 1801 Echo Hollow Rd, 
Eugene, OR 97402 .
Doors open at 6:30 pm, video premiere at 7 pm, followed by a panel discussion.
We all agree that both wild and hatchery salmon are very important to our way of life. The 
public is invited to submit questions regarding "Hatchery and Wild" for response by our 
panel members.
Due to the length of time available, submitting your questions prior to April 2nd via 

 will help facilitate the ability to answer as many questions as possible.

Please go to the , Submit your name and question.

this 
form

Hatchery & Wild Question form

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



  The Northwest Steelheaders will present the 
documentary “Hatchery AND Wild” at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Willamette High School 
Auditorium, located at 1801 Echo Hollow Road in 
Eugene. 

  Doors open at 6:30 p.m., the video will begin at 7 
p.m. and a panel discussion will follow. The 
documentary showcases the cultural, ecological 
and social importance of the Pacific Northwest 
fish, both hatchery and wild. 

Guest Panelists include; Carmon McDonald, Stan 
Steele, and Sara Thompson. Moderator: Bob Rees

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm
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