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 Happy New Year to all!  I trust that 
everyone had a relaxing and joyful 
holiday season.  I  hope that during this 
time of year that seems far to hurried, 
that you were able to take some time 
and enjoy family and friends.  
  By the time you receive this, January 
will be upon us and those beautiful 
winter steelhead will be on their way 
back to Letz Creek.  We would like to 
invite anyone who hasn’t experienced 
the excitement of spawning fish to join 
us for one or all of the spawning days 
this January/February.  There’s plenty 
to do and we certainly can use your 
help.  We will be sending out requests 
via email for volunteers.  Speaking of 
volunteers, a big thank you to Dale 
Johnson, Gary Lutman, and John Nagy 
for their hard work clearing out a huge 
beaver dam that was blocking the 
passage for our winter fish. I would also 

Wednesday  -  January 5th -  7 pm   
Eagles Lodge   -    EUGENE, ORMEETING :

like to thank Joe Brewer for the 
donation of approximately 3 cords of 
firewood to keep us warm at the various 
events at Letz creek. Four of our 
members (Bob Anderson, Al Bazzi, 
Rich Green, & Gary Lutman) spent 
most of one day cutting and stacking 
those 3 cords of wood.  Thanks Guys!  
The gift certificate for the back massage 
is in the mail.
  Finally, What New Year would be 
complete without a resolution.  I would 
love to double the number of members 
attending our monthly meetings.  If  
you haven’t been to a meeting in a 
while, come join us on Jan. 5th  If you're 
a regular attender, Thanks!....but this 
month bring a guest along with you.  
Introduce those new folks to the best 
fishing organization in Lane County.

Bill Robbins, president

 Our board is once again working diligently to set a 
plan for 2011 spring/summer events. 2010 was a 
great sumnmer and we believe 2011 can be even 
better. We still want to get more members 
involved. We would also like to give all of you a 
chance for input (as well as immediate feedback). 
Last year we provided a meeting that asked for 
your input (and gave you immediate feedback) to 
your responses.   Our January meeting will be 
much the same.  We will be asking for input on 
activities regarding 3 categories; events, 
community outreach, and club outings. To best 
plan for such events, we will be asking for your 
input based on what you plan to participate in.

Suzanne Robbins has graciously offered to once 
again bring software & “clickers” to get your 
input. This software is much like that used on 
“Who Wants to be a Millionaire” when they  poll 
the audience. The response will be immediate and 
by meeting's end we will have a focus for our club 
events for the 2011 season. This format gives the 
board an idea of the level of club involvement,  
gives you, the membership a chance for input, and 
gives those planning information needed to 
proceed with the greatest efficiency. Please join us 
at our January meeting and help plan for more 
great outings. Bring your ideas and input. This 
should be a lot of fun!

2011 Events Planning Under Way  -  
We Need Your Input at Our January Meeting

The
President’s
Message
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               The Association of Northwest Steelheaders
Anglers Dedicated to Enhancing and Protecting Fisheries and their Habitats for Today and the Future

 Oregon anglers will have a chance to 
share their ideas, comments and 
concerns about the state's fisheries with 
top ODFW managers at an Open House 
on Jan. 4, 2011 in Salem. The meeting 
will go from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
ODFW Headquarters, 3406 Cherry 
Ave. NE in Salem. The agenda will be 
set, in large part, by the questions and 
concerns raised during the meeting. 

The meeting is being held in conjunction 
with a meeting of the Inland Sports 
Fishing Advisory Committee, which 
provides public perspectives and input on 
implementation of ODFW's 25-Year 
Angling Enhancement Plan. The plan is 
available on the ODFW website at 

. 

Twice a year the fishing advisory 
committee meetings are open to the 
public as a forum for interested anglers 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fi
shing/docs/25_Year_Recreational_Angli
ng_Enhancement%20Plan.pdf

to bring their fishery management 
issues, thoughts and ideas to ODFW 
fishery managers and administrators. 

In addition to the open-forum, ODFW 
staff will provide an update on changes 
to the public process for developing new 
angling regulations. The department is 
looking for ways to improve the public 
process and still retain its value to the 
public and the department. 

  ODFW is interested in hearing what 
anglers think of some of the key changes 
being proposed. The public plays an 
important role in the development of  
fishing regulations and ODFW wants to 
ensure that they don't diminish the 
public benefits from this process.

Revisions of the public process are 
underway, and will be adopted by the 
Fish and Wildlife Commission next 
August. The revised process will be used 
for the development of the 2013 Oregon 
Sport Fishing Regulations. 

ODFW Needs Your Input Regarding Oregon Fisheries

  ODFW is pleased to announce the 
selection of Erik Moberly as the new 
Assistant District Fish Biologist in 
Prineville. Erik has served the previous 
seven years as the STEP biologist in 
Springfield. He has considerable 
experience working with volunteers and 
agency partners, conducting multiple fish 
population and habitat monitoring 
activities and promoting recreational 
fisheries. Erik's diverse skills and 
background will be a great asset to the 
Deschutes District. ODFW looks  
forward to Erik joining our team and 
confronting the many fisheries challenges 
and opportunities in central Oregon. He 

will begin his new assignment on 
February 1, 2011. The Emerald Empire 
chapter would like to congratulate Eric 
on this new opportunity, but will miss 
the wonderful support Eric has 
provided.  Eric has been extremely 
helpful with stream restoration projects 
on the Mckenzie and Willamette rivers 
helping restore needed nutrients back  
into our local rivers .  Eric has also been 
very active in the local schools 
supporting the “Egg to Fry” program.  
The Emerald Empire chapter would like 
to congratulate Eric on his new 
promotion.  Eric, please know you will 
be missed here in the Willamette valley.

ODFW Names New Assistant District Fish Biologist 

http://www.lanesheriff.org
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/docs/25_Year_Recreational_Angling_Enhancement%20Plan.pdf


Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of Fame Banquet and Auction, it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders is a 501-c3 non-profit (tax 
deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

Thank you from every member of the
      Emerald Empire Chapter for all that you do!

TODD LINKLATER

SALMON - STEELHEAD - TROUT

GUIDED SLED OR DRIFTBOAT TRIPS
SCENIC OR FISHING TRIPS (541) 484-5557

Coast Guard Licensed Oregon Guide

Fishing Since 1977

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

689.4035 - Bill Robbins

     Upcoing Emerald Empire Events

The Emerald Empire Chapter is 
making its’ way back into the 
classroom.  With the help of four 
Shasta Middle School science  sixth 
grade classes, two willing science 
teachers, and fertilized eggs and 
chillers from ODFW,  approximately 
100 sixth graders were able to witness 
the growth from fertilized egg to fry 
r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s  r o o m .   
Approximately 100 fertilized eggs 
were delivered to the rooms of Ms. Val 
Michalenko and Mrs. Suzanne 
Robbins during the first week of 
November.  The timing couldn’t have 
been better.  The sixth grade classes 
had just returned from Fish Creek and 
Whiteaker Creek  on their annual 

Salmon Watch field trips.  
Eggs were placed in aquariums 
and to help keep the water 
temperature constant, chillers 
were provided  by ODFW 
(Thank you Eric Moberly!).  The 
program was a great success.  
There was only 1 unfertilized 
egg from each group of 100.   By 
Dec. 17th, The egg sacs had 
disappeared and the fry were 
ready for release back into the 
streams .  Friday, Dec. 18th was 
a landmark day - Students began  
winter vacation and the salmon 
fry started a new-found freedom 
in nature’s stream from whence 
they began! 

“Egg to Fry” Program - Great Success
Shasta Middle School Classes Get Involved

Val Michalenko displays the temporary 
       home to 100 salmon fry Salmon Fry  - Hungry & ready for release

Shasta Middle School Science Classes To Get “Hands On” 
Experience Spawning Steelhead at Letz Creek Hatchery

Winter Steelhead returning to Letz 
Creek this year will be greeted by a 
few new faces.  Sixth grade students 
from Shasta Middle School will be 
participating in a series of field trips 
to the Letz Creek hatchery run by 
the Emerald Empire chapter of the 
Northwest Steelheaders.   While 
there,  they will get some “hands 
on” experience helping to hand 
spawn winter steelhead.  The 
students will take part in three 
activities during the day-long event; 
spawning of returning steelhead, 
fertilization of eggs, and an activity 
involving the study of the riparian 
along Letz Creek.  
The spawning and fertilization 
process will be directed by 
members of the Emerald Empire 

chapter. Shasta Middle School 
teachers Val Michalenko and 
Suzanne Robbins will direct the 
riparian activity. The Letz Creek 
facility is an entirely volunteer 
organization that has been raising 
winter steelhead at Letz Creek since 
1992.  The Steelheaders are very 
excited about our new partnership 
with the Bethel School District.

Chapter members hand spawn a 
returning winter steelhead
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Stop by your local Bi-Mart store and stock up on all 
the great tackle and gear for the fshing season

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE EMERALD 
EMPIRE CHAPTER NW STEELHEADERS



Emerald Chapter Swap Meet Just Around the Corner
Donate those unused items and benefit your local chapter

Dec. Meeting Brings Holiday Cheer to Emerald Steelheaders!
  Pappy’s Pizza was once again the location for 
our December meeting of the Emerald Empire 
chapter.  It was great to see such a wonderful 
turnout to start off the holiday season. 
Approximately 40 members & guests turned out  
to celebrate, swap fishing stories, and just enjoy 
the company of fellow steelheaders.  Thanks to 

The Emerald Empire chapter’s Swap meet and 
BBQ is just around the corner. We would like to 
see this year’s event be even better than our first 
event. You can help by donating any unwanted 
items to the club for resale. While you’re 
preparing for that winter steelhead outing, take 
a look through your tackle box and peruse 
equipment for items you no longer use. These 
unneeded items may be the next man’s treasure. 
Help us surpass last year’s income of $1000.00.  
Should you have items to donate, please call 
Bill Robbins (689-5075) or Joe Lamont (746-
1794).

To help make our BBQ a great success, we 
need to have an approximate idea of how 
many will be attending in order to have an 
adequate amount of chicken on hand. To help 
in that regard, we will be preselling tickets. 
Those tickets will go on sale at the February 
meeting. Inflation has not hit the Emerald 
chapter.  The cost of the tickets will be the 
same as last year’s price of $10.00  Please 
see Bill Robbins (next to the name tags) for 
you presale ticket.

the  generosity of Pappy’s Pizza, the donation 
back to the chapter totaled approximately 
$250  Thanks to everyone who participated 
in the traditional lure gift exchange.  We 
would also like to thank Joe Lamont for the 
wonderful nature photos as a door prize 
drawing.  Thanks  Joe!

       Combined June Outing in the Works
    Event to include Emerald, Albany & Salem Chapters

  Have you always wanted to fish the Santiam 
River but never floated it before? Have you been 
looking for an excuse to learn a new body of water 
to fish for kokanee?  Ever wondered what other 
NW steelhead chapters from around the state 
were doing?  Here’s your chance to discover the 
answers to all three of those questions.  The 
Emerald, Albany, and Salem chapters of the 
Northwest Steelheaders are planning an outing on 
June 24th - 26th.  We have reserved group 
campsites at Sunnyside Park in Linn County.  
This great location will allow opportunities to 
fish the South Santiam River for summer 

steelhead and Green Peter Reservoir for kokanee.  
Two local ponds will also be available near  the 
group campsite for youth to fish.
  If Paulina Lake seemed too far to drive, you now 
have no excuse for not attending.  Sunnyside park 
is only 55 miles from Eugene-Springfield. 
Members of the three mid-valley chapters will 
begin meeting in to make plans for this event to 
kick off the 2011 summer.  Details will be 
presented as they become available regarding 
reservations, events,  etc.  Mark your calendars 
now!



Emerald Chapter Holds Annual Meeting with Swanson Bros. Lumber Co.

  Members of the Emerald Empire chapter and 
Swanson Bros. Lumber Co.  held their annual 
meeting at their main office in Noti, OR.  
Chapter members Bill Bayliss, Al Bazzi, Rich 
Green, Dale Johnson, Gary Lutman, and Bill 
Robbins met with Swanson Bros. Lumber 
president Larry Konnie and timber manager 
Mike Randall to discuss not only hatchery 
progress during 2010, but Letz Creek  plans for 
2011.
  Many members new to the Northwest 
Steelheaders may not be familiar with our 
strong connection to Swanson Bros. Lumber 
Company.  It is because of  Sam Konnie, 
Larry’s father,  that the Emerald Empire chapter 
is fortunate enough to raise winter steelhead at

the Letz Creek property in Lorane, Oregon.  Sam 
Konnie had a strong passion for fishing and a 
desire to see salmon and steelhead returns 
flourish  on the Siuslaw river.  Since 1992, Sam 
& Larry Konnie, along with Swanson Bros. 
Lumber Companies  have not only allowed us to 
use their property in Lorane to raise our Letz 
Creek fish, but continue to be a strong supporter 
in our efforts to raise winter steelhead for the 
Siuslaw drainage.  
  The Emerald Empire Chapter is most grateful to 
Sam Konnie and his family for helping the 
steelheaders continue in their quest, striving for 
strong steelhead returns.  We would also like to 
thank Larry Konnie, Mike Randall and Swanson 
Bros. Lumber  Co. for all their help as we begin 
2011.

Bobbie Lake - Holding Pond at Letz Creek named
after Same Konnie’s wife Bobbie Letz Creek - Feeder creek to the Siuslaw River

Swanson Bros. Lumber Co. - Tireless Supporters
 of the Emerald Empire Northwest Steelheaders

Emerald Empire members fin clip steelhead
         at Letz Creek Hatch House
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