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 Once again our Steelheaders came 
through in flying fashion.  Thanks to 
the efforts of our many club members, 
the annual Big Brother~Big Sister 
event at Carmen Diversion was a 
GREAT SUCCESS!
  All that was needed to confirm your 
efforts were the smiles on the faces of 
the youth (and mentors) from the Big 
Brother~Big Sister program.
  Often times we wonder if we are 
making an impact when we sponsor 
such an event. One moment in 
particular stands out from this year’s 
festivities.  After arriving up at Carmen 
and filling themselves with a great 
Emerald Empire breakfast, the youth 
were introduced to the captains.  One 

Wednesday  -  July 6st  -  7 pm   
Eagles Lodge   -    EUGENE, ORMEETING :

young lad immediately ran across the 
parking lot and announced “I’m fishing 
with Danny (Raymond) again!” “He’s 
the best guide ever.”  This boy hadn’t 
forgotten the time and attention devoted 
to him.  I think moments like this speak 
volumes about our club members, your 
time, effort, and patience while 
working with these boys and girls.  
Thanks one and all for all your devotion 
to this great cause.  These future 
fishermen & women will always 
remember that special day on the water 
fishing with their own personal guide 
from the Northwest Steelheaders!  We 
hope to see you at the Vetlift outing on 
Saturday, July 16th

             Tight Lines, Bill Robbins

The
President’s
Message

Summer Steelhead tactics for Lane Co. Rivers
Guest Speaker - Past President; Gabriel O’Campo

   I am pleased to welcome my good friend, 
past president, and fellow fisherman; Gabriel 
O’ Campo. Gabe will be joining us for our 
July meeting to share just a bit of his 
knowledge regarding summer steelhead 
fishing as it pertains to our local waters in and 
about the Lane County area.

  Gabe displays here just a couple steelhead 
he has introduced himself to over the years.
At the July 6th meeting, he will be 
discussing techniques, equipment and 
ideas for tying up terminal tackle.  I am 
sure we can count on some new ideas that 
you can put to use on the river.   I can’t 
think of anyone who is more a student of 
the game, or one who is more willing to 
share his knowledge than Gabe.  Please 
join us for a delightful evening.  Better yet, 
come early and join us for a “no-host” 
dinner.  Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday, July 6th at 7:00 pm.  We still 
meet at the Eagles lodge at the corner of 
Irving Road and Northwest Expressway.
 Hope to see you all there....and bring a 
friend.
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Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

Anglers dedicated to enhancing 
and protecting fisheries and their 
habitats for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate 
children and adults. Meet other 
anglers and find out about some 
great new places to go fishing. Join 
a chapter--or join as a member at 
large. The Northwest Steelheaders 
rely on dedicated volunteers to do 
a wide variety of projects. From 
rehabilitating stream habitat, to 
conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual 
Hall of Fame Banquet and 
Auction, it all works because of 
people just like you. We'll find a 
project that suits your skills and 
interests. 

The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders is a 501-c3 non-
p r o f i t  ( t a x  d e d u c t i b l e )  
organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-
going stream restoration or angler 
e d u c a t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  y o u r  
contribution will be gladly 
accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys 
fishing? Bring them along to the 
next meeting and let them find out 
what the Steelheaders are all 
about.

  Many of you enjoy fishing the town run on the Willamette 
River.  This is a reminder that construction is still going on and 
the channel through the construction ( below the D street ramp) 
has been altered.  Please check out the information posted 
below for the safe route through the  construction area.  For the 
latest information, check out the ODOT website ( 
http://www.willametteriverproject.blogspot.com).
   The construction information is updated weekly, outlining 
the latest traffic changes, detours or delays.  Boaters will find 
information on the correct channel to use when navigating past 
the project.  Park visitors will find tips on using the pedestrian 
paths in the project area.

http://www.lanesheriff.org


"Serve the Veterans who have served with us or & us” 
  2nd Annual Vetlift - Saturday, July 16th

  We hope you have marked your calendars.  
We are less than two weeks away from our 
2nd annual “Take a Vet Fishing” Event. 

thSaturday July 16  the Emerald Empire 
Chapter of the Northwest Steelheaders is 
doing a McKenzie River  drift boat outing 
for a group of 18 - 20 recovering veterans. 
The trip will be from the Deerhorn Park and 
boat ramp on Bridge Street to Hendricks 
Park (on the Mckenzie River) and boat 
ramp. 
  We need are still in need of 1-2  
volunteers with boats plus 1-2 volunteers 
to help  Mike Blackmarr with kitchen 
duties. 1-2 volunteers may also be needed 
to help shuttle vehicles.  For more 

information or to volunteer, please contact 
event the event chairman, Ron Schmaedick  
at  541-554-6060 or  email  him at  

  Mike and our crew will provide a hardy 
breakfast for the Veterans and all the 
volunteers at the park.  We will also be 
providing lunches for the boat captains and 
the Vetlift fishermen.  Morning shuttle 
service will be available between the put-in at 
Deerhorn Park and take-out at Hendricks 
Park. Free day parking passes for Hendricks 
Park will be provided. Boat owners will need 
to  provide life jackets  and fishing gear for 2 
veterans  plus a trout net and stringer.

schmae@comcast.net

mailto:schmae@comcast.net
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Stop by your local Bi-Mart store and stock up on all 
the great tackle and gear for the fishing season

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE EMERALD 
EMPIRE CHAPTER NW STEELHEADERS

Get the latest chapter updates.  Share you email address with us!



Big Brother~Big Sister 2011  -  A Great Success!
Sometime a Picture is worth a thousand words!

  As I mentioned earlier in the newsletter,  this year’s 
event was such a great success.  There were so many 
individuals that helped to make this event happen.  I 
would like to try and give credit to all of you.  There 
were so many.  Please accept my apologies in case 
someone was inadvertently left off the list.
  First, thanks to Curt Currey for his efforts in the past 
planning this event.  Though Curt could not be there 
this year due to his daughter’s graduation, his 
detailed planning in the past made our work much 
easier.
  As always, the food was outstanding thanks to Mike 
Blackmarr’s prowess behind the grill.  Mike would 
be the first to tell you it takes an entire kitchen crew to 
pull off this type of event.  Thanks also to Joe & 
Carolyn Lamont, Gary and Cherie Lutman, Don 
Pasquali, John Pape, Sue Thomas and Suzanne 
Robbins.
  Our friends from Big Brother~Big Sister caught 
some beautiful trout this year.  This was due to the 
great guides supplied by our Emerald Empire 
Chapter.  A very special thank you to our boat 
captains; Steve Barnes, Tom Swarts, Rich Green, 
Zach Adler, Gabe O’Campo, Gary Thomas, Danny 
Raymond, Jack Connor, Ferris Tolman, Dale Safely, 
Chuck Drullinger, Ron  Schmaedick, and  Dale 
Johnson.  Thanks also to John Kammerzelt for his 

help cleaning fish.
  We would also like to thanks the folks at ODFW for 
stocking Carmen Diversion.  As you will see from the 
pictures, this year’s catch included some great over-
sized fish.  Our friends from the city of Eugene Parks 
and Recreation helped keep us safe on the water by 
providing life jackets for all our guest.
  Last (but certainly not least), we would like to thank 
our corporate sponsors.  This year each youth from Big 
Brother~Big Sister will be able to continue to enjoy the 
outdoors as they fish with a new rod and reel courtesy of 
the Bi-Mart corporation.  We would also like to thank 
Dave Jones from Mazama’s Sporting Goods.  Dave 
supplied each youth with a bag full of tackle.  Dave was 
also on hand to clean fish as the boats came in off the 
water.  This year’s “Big Fish” winner went home with a 
trophy courtesy of Mazama Sporting Goods.
  As you can see, this event is a great success each year 
due to the efforts of many volunteers.  I hope no one 
was excluded.  Finally,  pictures say what words cannot 
express.  I’ve included several pictures from the day at 
Carmen Diversion.  Many others can be found on our 
website.  For you “Salmon, Trout, Steelheader” 
subscribers, a feature article will appear in the 
September issue, detailing our Big Brother~Big Sister 
event.  

Danny Raymond & Crew with another fish on the line!
Steve Barnes helps guide another fish to the boat
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Not only her first fish, but the Big Fish of the Day! Dave Jones, Mazama Sporting Goods awards the Big Fish Trophy

2011 Big Brother-Big Sister Crew John Pape fits one of the youth with a life jacket 

Zach Adler with a happy crew from Big Brother-Big Sister
Another “Good ole Fish-Kisser”
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