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Next MEETING :

 

Veterans Memorial Bldg.   -    EUGENE, OR
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  February was quite and interesting 
month around lane county and Letz 
Creek.  Most of us thought we were 
through with snow, ice and freezing 
temperatures.  Well Mother Nature 
fooled us once again.   As many of 
you may have heard, there was 
some quite extensive damage out 
at Letz Creek, mostly due to 
freezing rain.  Fallen trees  blocked 
us from getting into Letz Creek 
beginning well before the gate and 
all the way down to the pond.  We 
a lso los t  power  and most  
significantly water.  
  We still have trees from the 
headwall which supplies our fresh 

water all the way to the road and 
from the road almost to the circulars.  
After talking to a few of the “old 
timers” in the club, no one 
remembers having any damage 
close to what  Mother Nature dealt 
us.  This is not something one or two 
Saturday work parties is going to 
clear up.
  On the brighter side, it does give us 
the opportunity to do some (much 
needed) more permanent repairs 
without being rushed.  Please read 
further ( just below) for more details 
about Letz Creek, repairs, and plans 
for the putting things back in order.

Tight Lines!  Bill

Next Meeting :  Wed. March  5th  - 7 pm

   Due to the nature (no pun intended) 
of the damage out at Letz Creek and 
the repairs needed necessary to  
move forward,  there will not be a 
guide as guest speaker this month.  
We will however, have a slide show of 
damage done to the Letz Creek area 
caused by the freezing rain.  A few of 
us attempted to  go into Letz Creek 
shortly after the freezing rain but it 
was obvious plans needed to be 
adjusted because of the multitude of 
down trees. 
  I will have photographs of the road 
going into Letz Creek, the headwalls 
(both above the circulars and above 

the pond), trails down to the 
circulars from the road, the 
release piping from the pond, and 
at the weir.  
  We hope all of you will plan on 
attending this important meeting.  
Your help will be needed in the 
upcoming weeks as we make 
plans to correct the problems 
caused by the freezing rain and 
high water.
  Don ’ t  f o rge t  we  have  
permanently moved our meeting 
location to the Springfield Elks, 
1701 Centennial Blvd (just east of 
Mohowk blvd.).  Please  pass the 
word along.  Plenty of parking!

March meeting to include a slide show of 
Letz Creek (tree damage) and repairs needed 

New Meeting Location:

Springfield Elks
1701 Centennial Blvd.

Wed. March 5th
7:00 pm

(come early for dinner)

Turn east  onto 
Centennial blvd. from

Mohawk Blvd.

New Location: Springfield Elks
1701 Centennial Blvd.

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm
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Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of Fame Banquet and Auction, it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 

deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

541-689.5075 - Bill Robbins

     Upcoing Emerald Empire Events
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Valentine’s Day Radio Auction - “A Great Success”

  This year’s Valentine’s Day Radio 
Auction was a fantastic success.  We 
raised more this year than any previous 
radio auction.  The final total for this 
year’s auction was $2600.  This topped 
last year’s event by $1000.  There were 
quite a few players in this year’s 
auction which lead to  such a success. 
  First and foremost  I would like to 
thank our five fantastic guides who 
donated trips so that we can continue 
our efforts out at Letz Creek.  We 
would like t o thank the following 
guides for helping make this possible; 
Curt Currey of Currey Guide Service, 
Jim Martin of Jim Martin Guide 
Service, Rick Barrows of Barrows 
Guide Service, Ryan Hatfield of 
Northfork Outfitters, and Brian 
Kirkpatrick of Kirkpatrick Guide 
Service.

  We would also like to thank Bill 
Barrett,  Tim Fox, KKNU, and all the 
f o l k s  a t  M c k e n z i e  R i v e r  
Broadcasting for once again 
sponsoring this annual event.  Bill 
and Tim do a stellar job each year and 
we are especially grateful.
  This year we had some additional 
support from another community 
member,  Lyle Langeliers of 
Northwest Gallery.  Lyle heard of 
our efforts out at Letz Creek and 
being an avid fisherman wanted to 
help support our cause.  Lyle called 
KKNU and offered to donate five 30” 
metal sculptures.  Each winning 
bidder of our guide trips received one 
of Lyle’s beautiful metal steelhead 
sculptures.  
  Thanks Lyle (and crew) for your 
added  supports!

Steelheaders is a non profit (tax

Tim Fox And Bill Barrett show off one of 
Lyle Langeliers Beautiful wall Sculptures!

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Eugene, Ore. – All interested parties are invited to attend the Eugene premiere of the 
documentary “Hatchery AND Wild” April 2nd, 2014, at the Willamette High School 
Auditorium, 1801 Echo Hollow Rd, Eugene, OR 97402 , in Eugene. Doors open at 6:30 pm, 
video premier at 7 pm, followed by a panel discussion.  
 Sport, tribal, and commercial fishermen don’t always agree and are often times at odds 
with each other, but we agree that both wild and hatchery salmon are very important to our way 
of life. Check out the new video “Hatchery AND Wild” to hear stories that showcase the 
cultural, ecological, economic, and social importance of Pacific Northwest fish, both hatchery 
and wild. Join us for this historic moment of solidarity. You will never view hatcheries the same 
way again.  
 
The video and panel discussion will highlight the following: 

1) Hatcheries have been part of the management landscape for over 100 years. 
Mismanaged, hatcheries can create problems on top of those they were intended to 
compensate for. Properly managed, hatcheries can be a tool of wild fish restoration by 
supplementing natural spawning and thereby increasing natural-origin fish abundance 
and spatial distribution, by serving as a source population for repopulating unoccupied 
habitat, by conserving genetic resources, and by providing much-needed marine-
derived nutrients to river systems. 

2) There are not many examples of where removing or reducing hatchery fish has 
increased the wild runs, but there are an increasing number of examples where 
hatchery fish have helped increase the wild runs. A broadening base of scientific 
literature shows a range of outcomes that correlate with smarter management. 
Hatcheries are no longer operated as they were just a few decades ago. Hatcheries are 
often managed to achieve a hatchery stray rate of <10%, incorporate wild fish into the 
broodstock  and/or use locally-adapted broodstock, and/or separate or sort out 
hatchery fish from natural spawning areas, among other hatchery reform techniques to 
minimize negative effects  on wild populations. 

3) The limiting factors that required the use of hatchery fish as mitigation have not 
disappeared. We still have a range of man-made mortalities that are extremely 
damaging to wild fish populations. Climate change and population growth may 
exacerbate these limiting factors, making hatcheries even more vital, not only for 
fishing opportunity, but also for wild populations in the future. 

4) Reducing or eliminating hatchery production serves little, if any public purpose, and 
fishermen and the many businesses that depend on them are the ones that suffer for it. 

  
Please join us on April 2nd for the Eugene video premiere, and stay after for the panel 
discussion with representatives from sport and commercial fishers. The panel members will also 
be available for interviews. 
“Hatchery AND Wild” is produced by the Northwest Steelheaders (including the Steelheaders’ 
chapters Sandy River, Emerald Empire and McLoughlin), Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission, ClackaCraft Drift Boats, Englund Marine, Olympic Peninsula Guides 
Association, Three Rivers Sportsman Alliance, and Willie Boats. The video’s associate 
producers are Fisherman’s Marine & Outdoor, Lamiglas, Okuma, and Shimano. For more 
information, visit the website hatcheryandwild.com.   

Eugene Premiere of “Hatchery and Wild” Video  Wed., April 2nd

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



 

 
  You are invited to the premier of “Hatchery and Wild” Wednesday, 
April 2nd, 2014, at the Willamette High School Auditorium , 1801 Echo 
Hollow Rd, Eugene, OR 97402  , in Eugene . Doors open at 6 :30 pm, 
video premier at 7  pm, followed by a panel discussion.  This event is 
free and open to the public, with a $5 suggested donation to help cover 
the cost of the auditorium rental. 
  Sport, tribal and commercial fishermen and women depend on 
strong salmon and steelhead runs, but rarely do they agree on 
how to achieve those runs and too often work against each other. 
Join us for an historic evening of putting aside our differences for 
a common goal, and explore the cultural, ecological, economic 
and social importance of Pacific Northwest hatcheries.  
 

 

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm
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