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 Thanks to everyone who came out 
for our annual awards BBQ we had 
a great turnout this year ( almost 50 
members, family,and guests).  Mike 
Blackmarr, Rod Fosback, and John 
Nagy did a superb job with the 
BBQ’d chicken once again.
  For those of you that were at the 
picnic, you will remember a statistic 
mentioned.  Approximately 80% of 
t he  vo l un tee r  hou rs  we re  
completed by just 10 chapter 
members.  The load gets pretty 
heavy when carried by a few.  If 
everyone does a little bit, nobody is 
doing more than their share.  
September 27th and 29th is a 
chance to help lighten the load.  We 
will be doing fin-clipping so that we 
can transfer our fish out of the 

circulars and into the holding pond.  
No experience is necessary.  Bring 
your family, friends, and neighbors.  
We will be sending a signup sheet 
around at the Sept. 4th meeting.  
  Finally, the Chinook are in the 
rivers.  Our speaker this month is 
Curt Currey.  Curt will be sharing 
some suggestions that just might 
increase your catch ratio this fall. 
Bring a friend and join us on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4th at the 
Eugene Veterans B ldg.  on 
Willamette Street.

Tight Lines, Bill Robbins

 Curt Currey is the definition of a 
local angler, raised on the Oregon 
Rivers he guides on.  Curt is one of 
the most innovative and hard core 
anglers on the water today.  No one 
works harder or smarter day in and 
day out to put you on the fish.

Curt will be joining the Emerald 
Empire Chapter on Sept. 4th to 
share his expertise on the art of 
fishing for fall chinook salmon on 
the Umpqua and Siuslaw Rivers.  

Curt has mastered the art of side 
drifting for Steelhead, is an expert 
at trolling herring and back trolling 
for Chinook and consistently limits 

Next Meeting :  Wed. Sept. 4th   - 7 pm

his boat while fishing in Astoria for 
keeper Columbia River Sturgeon.  
Whether your goal is to improve 
your current fishing and boating 
skills, learn a certain body of water 
or technique, try fishing for the first 
time or enjoy a day on the water 
without all the work Curt is a great 
guide to fish with.  

  Don’t miss Curt’s always 
informative presentations covering 
the basics of “Fall Chinook Fishing”.  
Our next meeting will be Wed., Sept. 
4th at 7 pm.  We meet at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Bldg. on Willamette St. in 
Eugene.  Come Early and visit with 
us over a cold beverage or meal!

Curt Currey Joins Us Sept. 4th to share
“Secrets of Fall Chinook Fishing”

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm
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Saturday, July 27th was a busy day for a 
work crew from the Emerald Empire 
Chapter.  A hearty crew showed up early 
Saturday, July 27th to help prepare our 
holding pond for it’s future residents.  We 
owe John Nagy, Mark Weiderhold, Wes & 
Jamie Edwards, Rod Fosback, and Matt 
Danz our debt of gratitude for their hard 
work. 

These hard-working members spend long 
hours digging out the release valve at the 
lower end of the pond, which included 
removing the silt by carrying it up and out 
of the pond with five-gallon buckets.

The work crew was also responsible for weed-
eating the grass covering the base of the pond, 
repairing the electric fence around the perimeter 
of the pond, and doing some much needed 
repairs to the pvc piping below the release vavle.
 
Thanks to these hard working members, the 
pond is just about ready to receive some fin-
clipped winter steelhead who will reside in the 
pond until April 2014.  One major task remains, 
that of fin-clipping those fry before being 
released into the pond.  Mark your calendars 
for Friday, Sept. 27th and Sunday, Sept. 29th.  
These days have been set aside for fin-
clipping.  Check the article in this issue for 
further details.   

Letz Creek Work Party prepares 
Holding Pond for Future Residents

Mark Weiderhold & Wes Edwards 
do some much needed weed-whacking

Matt Danz Halls out silt 
from the bottom of the pond

Rod Fosback and Matt Danz get “down and dirty”
repairing some broken pipe.

Kudos to Bob Drongesen, Mark Weiderhold, 
and John Nagy for  playing U-Haul with the silt

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



  It’s time to do some bonding with the 2013 
batch of Winter Steelhead.  They have been 
growing at a rapid rate and are ready to leave 
the circulars and move into bigger living 
quarters.  Before we can transfer them to the 
pond, they all need to fin-clipped and counted.

We have two scheduled fin-clipping days so 
far. The first day will be Friday, Sept. 27th. 
We will meet at the Lorane Café at 8:30 am for 
breakfast before heading to Letz Creek to start 
the fin-clipping.  We should finish around 1:30 
pm. No experience is necessary.

The Second fin-clipping day will be Sunday, Sept. 
29th.  We will follow the same time schedule as Sept. 
27th.  By the end of Sunday’s clipping, we hope to 
have all of our fish transferred from the circulars to the 
holding pond.

We will have a sign-up sheet available at the Sept. 4th 
general meeting.  Check your calendar and sign up for 
one or both days.  We have avoided home UO and 
OSU football games to help you season ticket holders!

Fin-Clipping Parties Scheduled for Sept. 27th & 29th

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Anglers dedicated to enhancing and 
protecting fisheries and their habitats 
for today and the future.  

Help conserve fish. Educate children 
and adults. Meet other anglers and find 
out about some great new places to go 
fishing. Join a chapter--or join as a 
member at large. The Northwest 
Steelheaders rely on dedicated 
volunteers to do a wide variety of 
projects. From rehabilitating stream 
habitat, to conducting angler education 
fishing clinics, or with our annual Hall 
of ame Banquet an it all 
works because of people just like you. 
We'll find a project that suits your skills 
and interests. 

The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders is a 501-c3 non-profit (tax 
deductible) organization. If you'd like to 
support the organization's on-going 
stream restoration or angler education 
projects, your contribution will be 
gladly accepted.  

Know someone that enjoys fishing? 
Bring them along to the next meeting 
and let them find out what the 
Steelheaders are all about.

Northwest Steelheaders
Association 

Mission Statement

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

CONTACT:

541-689.5075 - Bill Robbins
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    The 2013 Awards BBQ was a 
fantastic success thanks to the 
tremendous turn-up from our  local 
membership.  This year we had 
close to 50 members, guests, and 
family show up to  congratulate all 
of our STEP volunteers for 2013.  
We were also pleased to have 
Christine Clapp, our new over-
seeing STEP Biologist join us.  
Christine drove over from Newport 
to join us for some great BBQ’d 
chicken,  meet some of our members 
for the first time,  and help out with 
some awards for our volunteers.
   
We would like to thank Mike 
Blackmarr, Rod Fosback, and John 
Nagy once again for their superb job 
of preparing the BBQ’d chicken.  
And of course, thanks to all the 
members who prepared those 
fabulous side dishes and desserts to 
share with the membership.

2013 Awards BBQ ~ A Great Success!

We would also like to take this 
time to congratulate our 
newest Members of the Year; 
Rod and Jackie Fosback.  Rod 
and Jackie have done an 
incredible job since taking 
over as events coordinators.  
Our Big Brother Big Sister, 
Kids with Cancer, and Vetlift 
events would not have been the 
same without them.  
 
We also need to recognize four 
members  who rece ived  
President’s Awards for their 
hard work throughout the year.  
A special thank you to Mark 
Weiderhold, Ken Johnson, and 
Bob and Kathy Drullenger for 
their all their many  volunteer 
hours.

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Eagle Scout Project helps with Improvements
on the Grounds of Letz Creek STEP Hatchery

Some Improvements to the grounds around our Letz Creek 
STEP hatchery have been made thanks to the completion of an 
Eagle Scout Service Project completed by one Thurston High 
School student this past July.
  Sky Jackson and an organized group of volunteers spent time 
clearing trails from the road to the hatch house, road up to the 
head wall, and repairing the foot bridges leading up to the head 
wall.  After clearing and leveling the trails, ground clothe was 
layed down,  followed by the spreading of 3/4 minus gravel.
  The foot bridges leading up to the head wall were reconstructed 
and a new, foot bridge leading to the hatch house was built to 
help level out the existing trail.
  Completing a leadership service project is required to become 
an Eagle Scout, the highest rank a Boy Scout can achieve. The 
project must be outlined by the scout and approved by the 
scoutmaster before the work begins. The project is designed to 
develop leadership skills and must benefit a community, school 
or church. Unique ideas are appreciated, but the project may 
follow examples of previous scouts. The project also must go 
beyond the call of normal service and it must not bring monetary 
benefits to the individual or scout organization.

Sky was responsible for the planning of the service 
project, organizing of the labor, and collecting of 
donated materials. Sky also met with the board of the 
Emerald Empire Chapter several times prior to 
approval of the service project.

Sky is to be commended for his planning, effort, and 
commitment to this service project.  The members of 
the Emerald Empire Chapter will reap the benefits of 
Sky’s hard work. 

These areas of improvement are used on a daily basis 
by members of our chapter and will be a much safer 
area thanks to Sky, his volunteer crew.  We would also 
like to thank Sky’s parents for helping guide Sky 
through the planning and completion of his service 
project.

Congratulations to Eagle Scout Sky Jackson!

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Day on the Mckenzie River Helps Local Kids Fighting Cancer
Forget Everything but Enjoying the Outdoors!

For the 2nd year, local youth and their families enjoyed a day 
away from the issue that are usually foremost on their minds.  
The Candlelighters of Eugene brought 12 kids out to the 
Mckenzie River for a day a fishing and just enjoying the 
outdoors.  The event was sponsored by the Mckenzie River 
Guides Association, The Northwest Steelheaders, and the 
Candlelighters ( a support group from the American Cancer 
Society).  

All Parties involved met at  Deerhorn Park on the Mckenzie 
River.  There, they were treated to a hearty breakfast prepared  
by members of the Emerald Empire Chapter of the Northwest 
Steelheaders.  Following Breakfast, each child and their family 
members was paired up with a local guide from the Mckenzie 
River Guides Association.  

After being fitted with life jackets, the kids were presented with a 
rod and reel as part of the event.

One very special treat, several members of the 
University of Oregon Football team showed up for 
breakfast and joined the kids for a unforgettable trip 
down the Mckenzie River.

Upon arrival at Hendricks Park, all parties involved 
were treated to a wonderful BBQ lunch. 

 A Special THANK YOU to all the volunteers 
involved in this heartwarming event.  I encourage all 
who missed an opportunity to help, mark your 
calendars for next August.  I guarantee you will go 
away feeling blessed for your efforts.

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm



Moved to a New Location!

1055 Bailey Hill Road (Next to Lowes)

Mazama Fishing Pro Shop has moved locations! Just a mile west of the McKinley St. location 
we’re right in front of Lowe’s next to Tandy Leather and Zany Zoo. If you’re in the neighborhood 
stop in to our new place at 1055 Bailey Hill Road.

In just a few months we plan to move the Sporting Arms from Valley River Center to the Bailey 
Hill location as well. We’ll be one great location with all you could need for fishing and hunting! 
We look forward to seeing old and new faces at our new shop!

Northwest Steelheaders Join in Mckenzie River Clean Up

Members of the Emerald Empire Chapter of the 
Northwest Steelheaders joined in to help clean 
up the Mckenzie River on Saturday, July 20th as 
part of the 34th annual Mckenzie River Cleanup 
sponsored by the Mckenzie Watershed Council 
and Mckenzie River Guides Association.  The 

Emerald Empire Chapter volunteered to cover two 
sections of the Mckenzie River; from Deerhorn 
Park to Taylor Landing and from Hayden Bridge 
to Harvest Lane.  Following the River Cleanup, a 
BBQ for all participants was sponsored by the 
Mckenzie Watershed Council.

Emerald Chapter member
Ed Barth collects some

Computer & Camping Gear!

Wednesday,  Nov. 7th  ~  7:00 pm
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