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Presidents Message 
Hi Everyone,  

Doesn’t it seem like 2015 is blowing by way too fast?  I had a 
few things I wanted to get done this January and time has 
gone by so fast, now I have twice as much to get done in 
February.  I’m talking about important stuff, like; cleaning, or-
ganizing, and updating my tackle boxes, tying up some lead-
ers, cleaning and oiling my reels, finding those darn special 
pliers that I know are somewhere, changing the oil in the low-
er unit of the outboard, and other things like that.  OK, so how 
much of that kind of stuff did you get done?  See what I 
mean?  

The Letz Creek hatchery is really coming along, in fact we are 
about ready for spawning.  The new water system is up and 
running, the new egg baskets and troughs are plumbed in, 
and the weir is in the creek.  There are a few little things to 
get done but the big nut has been cracked.  I really appreciate 
all the volunteers that have stepped up and have done a yeo-
man job to get it all done.  Thank You.  Special thanks to Rod 
Fosback, he is definitely a man of many talents.  

Now, not only do we have the egg collecting, spawning, and 
hatching to get done, it is also the time of year for Sportsman 
Shows, Steelhead fishing, and as always, quality time spent 
with family and fishing friends.  

Bob Reese, Executive Director for the Association of North-
west Steelheaders will be our speaker at our February meet-
ing on the 3rd.  I’m looking forward to hearing what Bob has 
to share.  I’m sure it will be a good meeting.  See you there.  

Set the hook, you are not snagged,  

Ken   
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State sets spring Chinook, smelt seasons 

Jan. 28, 2015 

VANCOUVER, Wash. – Fishery managers 

from Oregon and Washington set spring Chi-

nook salmon and smelt seasons for the Co-

lumbia River and some of its tributaries today 

during a joint state hearing in Vancouver. 

The Columbia River spring Chinook season is 

based on a forecast of 232,500 returning up-

river spring Chinook, compared to an actual 

return of 242,600 last year. The forecast pro-

vides for a fishery downstream of Bonneville 

Dam running through Friday, April 10 with an 

expected kept catch of about 11,500 spring 

Chinook prior to a run update. The season for 

the lower Columbia below the I-5 Bridge 

opened Jan. 1 under permanent rules. The 

regulations adopted today will take effect 

March 1. 

Above Bonneville, the states approved a 52-

day Chinook retention season starting on 

Monday, March 16 and continuing through 

Wednesday, May 6. 

“We’re experiencing some times of very good 

spring Chinook fishing,” said Chris Kern, dep-

uty administrator of ODFW’s Fish Division. 

“This year’s run represents some outstanding 

opportunity relative to where we’ve been in 

the past.” 

In a separate individual state action, the Ore-

gon Department of Fish and Wildlife an-

nounced it will again conduct a very limited 

recreational smelt fishery on the Sandy River, 

from 6 a.m. until noon on Saturday, March 7 

and again Sunday, March 15. Washington 

announced the Cowlitz River recreational 

smelt fishery will take place on Saturday, Feb. 

7 and Saturday, Feb. 14, also from 6 a.m. 

until noon. This is the second time since 2011 

that the states have allowed recreational 

smelt fishing since the fish were listed for 

protection under the Endangered Species Act. 

The following is a summary of spring recrea-

tional fishing seasons, including those adopt-

ed at today’s meeting. 

CHINOOK SALMON 

Columbia River from Buoy 10 to Bonneville 

Dam 

 

Prior to March 1, permanent rules, as outlined 

in the 2015 Oregon Sport Fishing Regula-

tions, remain in effect. 

From March 1 through April 10, boat fishing 

will be allowed seven days a week from Buoy 

10 upstream to Beacon Rock. Bank fishing 

will be allowed during the same timeframe 

from Buoy 10 upstream to the Bonneville Dam 

deadline. The recreational fishery will be 

closed on March 24, March 31 and April 7 

(Tuesdays) to allow for potential commercial 

fisheries. This fishery will be managed prior to 

a run update based on the available guideline 

of 10,318 upriver spring Chinook and may be 

shortened or extended depending on catch 

and effort. 

The daily bag limit will be two adipose fin-

clipped adult salmon or steelhead in combina-

tion, of which no more than one may be a 

Chinook. The rules also allow retention of up 

to five adipose fin-clipped jack salmon per day 

in Oregon. 

Columbia River from Bonneville Dam to the 

Oregon/Washington border 

 

Effective March 16 through May 6, this area 

will be open to retention of adipose fin-clipped 

Chinook. Fishing for salmon and steelhead 

from a boat between Bonneville Dam and the 

Tower Island power lines, approximately six 

miles downstream from The Dalles Dam, is 

prohibited. Bank fishing is allowed throughout 

this area. 

This fishery will be managed to the available 

harvest guideline of 1,376 upriver spring Chi-

nook and may be shortened or extended de-

pending on catch and effort. 

The daily bag limit will be two adipose fin-

clipped adult salmon or steelhead in combina-

tion, of which no more than one may be a 

Chinook. The rules also allow retention of up 

to five adipose fin-clipped jack salmon per day 

in Oregon. 

Select Areas 

 

Permanent fishing regulations for recreational 

harvest in Oregon waters within Youngs Bay 

and Blind Slough/Knappa Slough are listed in 

the 2015 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations. 

Based on today’s action, effective March 1 

through June 15, 2015 on days when the 

mainstem below Bonneville Dam is open to 

recreational Chinook harvest, the daily salm-

onid bag limit will be the same as mainstem 

Columbia bag limits. On days the mainstem 

Columbia is closed to Chinook retention, the 

permanent bag limits for Select Areas will 

apply. 

Willamette River 

 

On the Willamette River, the spring Chinook 

forecast is 55,400 fish. This is slightly more 

than last year’s actual return of 51,800 and 

will allow for a full Chinook retention season 

as described under permanent regulations. 

The Willamette River remains open to reten-

tion of adipose fin-clipped adult Chinook salm-

on and adipose fin-clipped steelhead seven 

days a week. 

The bag limit on the Willamette below 

Willamette Falls is two adipose fin-clipped 

adult salmon or steelhead in combination. 

Above the falls, two adipose fin-clipped adult 

salmon and an additional three adipose fin-

clipped steelhead may be retained in the daily 

bag limit. 

STEELHEAD/SHAD 

Effective March 1 through May 15, 2015 the 

mainstem Columbia River will be open for 

retention of shad and adipose fin-clipped 

steelhead only during days and in areas open 

for retention of adipose fin-clipped spring Chi-

nook. Beginning May 16 permanent rules 

resume as listed in the 2015 Oregon Sport 

Fishing Regulations. 

SMELT 

Effective Saturday, March 7 and Sunday, 

March 15, from 6 a.m. until noon the Sandy 

River will be open for retention of smelt. Bank 

only fishing is allowed, restricted to dip nets, 

and a bag limit of 10 pounds per person. Un-

der Oregon fishing regulations anglers do not 

need a license to harvest smelt. 



Jonathon Bock 

DEPUTY SHERIFF 

Public Services Division 

125 E 8th 

Eugene, OR 97401 

Phone: (541) 682-8599 

jonathan.bock@co.lane.or.us 

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

WHEN THEY ARE DUE.  IT NOT ONLY KEEPS YOU IN GOOD 

STANDING WITH THE CLUB BUT ALSO THE FUNDS ARE IM-

PORTANT TO THE ASSOCIATION IN HELPING REPRESENT 

YOUR INTERESTS ASSOCIATED WITH KEEPING THE COMMIT-

MENT TO PROVIDE AND ENHANCE FISHING OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR EVERYONE. 

Winter Steelhead Catches! 

 



Upcoming 

Events 

 

1/30-2/1/2015 
Eugene Boat & Sports-
man’s Show, Lane Coun-
ty Events Center, Eu-

gene, Oregon 

2/4-2/8/2015  
Portland Sportsman’s 
Show, Portland Expo 

Center, Portland, Oregon 

2/28-3/1/2015 
Saltwater Sportsman’s 
Show, Oregon State Fair-

grounds, Salem, Oregon 

ODFW creates interactive map for anglers 
with disabilities 

TIP rewards can also be given for the illegal taking, netting, snagging, and/or 

dynamiting of salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, and/or large numbers of any fish 

listed in Oregon statute as a game fish. 

 

Jan. 27, 2015 

CLACKAMAS, Ore. – The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife today un-

veiled a Google-based map that highlights 133 sites across Oregon that may be 

suitable for anglers with physical disabilities. This is the latest in a suite of inter-

active maps designed to help anglers find places to fish. 

When users click on the map’s icons they launch information boxes that include 

accessibility information about the sites such as fishing platforms, piers, docks, 

paths, restrooms and parking. Anglers can also use the maps to generate direc-

tions from their location to any of the sites. 

“There are many places around Oregon that offer excellent fishing opportunities 

for people with disabilities,” said Rick Hargrave, Administrator for ODFW’s Infor-

mation and Education Division. “We hope this map makes it easier for everyone 

– from the oldest adult to the youngest child and everyone in between, to get out 

and fish.” 

Many of the popular fishing locations across the state are already accessible to 

anglers with disabilities; the new map is a guide to these areas. 

Hargrave noted that accessibility varies, and some sites may not be suitable for 

all levels of disability. 

“Many of the sites were designed to provide people with choices about the type 

of recreational experience and level of personal challenge they prefer,” he said, 

noting that all sites should be approached carefully and with assistance, if need-

ed. 

The new map can be accessed by visiting the ODFW website at www.odfw.com 

and clicking on Maps page or on Where and How page. 



Do you have a picture you’d like to share? Big Catch? Little 

Catch? No catch? I don’t discriminate, send me your picture 

and I’d be happy to put it in an upcoming newsletter. Include 

details of the trip, what you caught it on and I’ll put that in 

too!  Send emails to jle52900@msn.com. Happy fishing!! 

 
 
The Emerald Empire Chapter of Northwest Steelheaders has recently "adopted" a 
stretch of the Siuslaw River through the Oregon Adopt-A-River Program (a part-
nership between SOLVE and the Oregon State Marine Board). This program pro-
motes the cleaning and preservation of Oregon's waterways. As part of the adop-
tion, the Emerald Empire Chapter will be holding two river clean-up events each 
year.  
 
The stretch we have adopted is from the Whitaker Creek boat ramp off of Siuslaw 
River Road downstream to the Linslaw rest area/boat ramp on Highway 126 - ap-
proximately 4.5 miles of river.  
 

The first clean-up date is scheduled for *April 4th, 2015* (weather and 

river levels permitting). There will be plenty of opportunity for volunteers with 
AND without boats. This is a family event and is open to everyone. Kids are en-
couraged to participate! The details are still coming together but we're planning a 
BBQ and a possible raffle after the clean-up. Please keep an eye on the newslet-
ter, attend upcoming monthly meetings, or contact one of the board members for 
more information. 
 
*Initially scheduled for April 11th, however we have moved it up one week to April 
4th to avoid conflicting with the Steelheaders Salmon Quest Derby* 



Contact Us 

Any suggestions or pictures 

for the newsletter. 

Northwest Steelheaders 
Emerald Empire Chapter 
P.O. Box 338 

Eugene, OR  97440 

 

jle52900@msn.com 
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Our Mission 

One of the oldest and most-cherished conservation organiza-
tions in the Pacific Northwest, the Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders was founded in 1960. The Steelheaders mis-
sion is “anglers dedicated to enhancing and protecting fisher-
ies and their habitats for today and the future.” Our vision is 
“responsible and enjoyable sport angling with good access to 
healthy, abundant and sustainable fisheries in Northwest’s 
healthy watersheds.” ANWS serves all residents of the Pacific 
Northwest who value strong salmon and steelhead runs and 
clean water. ANWS became the Oregon affiliate of the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation (one of the oldest and largest con-
servation nonprofits in the United States) in 2007. 

Northwest Steelheaders programs and services include advo-
cacy for fish, their habitats, and fishing opportunity at local, 
state and federal levels; environmental education of youth, 
anglers, and veterans; and protecting public access to water-
ways. Volunteerism is one of the Steelheaders greatest 
strengths, with members contributing thousands of volunteer 
hours annually in education, propagation,  habitat restoration 
and monitoring. 

 

 


